On the Artificial Inflation of the Lungs of Newborn Infants, and upon Atelectasis Pulmonum. By Dr. Eulenbehg. The author adverts to tlie great discrepancy of opinion which prevails among physicians and writers on forensic medicine, as to whether the lungs of a child born dead may be inflated so as to enable them to swim in water. The affirmative has been maintained by Bolm, Tcichmeyer, Morgagni, Leiberkiihn, and Hunter; while the negative has been upheld by a much larger number, especially in modern times, and is at present the prevailing opinion. Dr. Eulenberg has repeated the experiments upon which these opinions have been based, and, as the result, has found that the effect of inflation much depends upon the period at which it has been commenced. He thus sums up: 1. That the inflation is always of easy accomplishment if undertaken shortly after birth, before rigidity has taken place; Nothing particular was discovered within the cranium; but on opening the spinal canal, a large quantity of dark, fluid blood flowed out, and the spinous process of the first dorsal vertebra was found entirely broken off, lying among the soft parts.
The spinal muscles in their whole course were much sugillated, but the medulla was entire. In the left side of the thorax there were about thirty ounces of a bloody fluid, and it was soon perceived that the heart was absent from its proper place, and it was found lying loose in the back part of the thoracic cavity, entirely torn away from the large vessels, the ends of these being plainly seen. The texture of the organ was firm, and its cavities contained dark'coagula. The left lung at its middle fissure was almost entirely torn through. The A fine of sixty francs was imposed; but the medical society of Rochclle have 4-n.
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